Breaking new ground

Work begins on $55 million Sanford Medical Center Aberdeen
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Jackie Perry, a registrar with Sanford Clinic Aberdeen, foreground left, was among the crowd on hand for Tuesday's ground breaking for the Sanford Medical Center Aberdeen. The 113,000 square foot hospital that will attach to the clinic is expected to be completed in the summer of 2012. photo by john davis

On a day one official called historic, more than 150 people gathered Tuesday to celebrate the groundbreaking of Aberdeen's second hospital.

Sanford Medical Center Aberdeen is expected to be operational by June 2012, said Ed Weiland, president of the Sanford Health network.

“I think it's both an exciting day and a historical day for Aberdeen and the region,” Weiland said.

The 48-bed, three-story, 113,000-square-foot hospital will employ more than 200 people and will attach to Sanford Clinic Aberdeen, 3015 Third Ave. S.E.

Total project cost, including building and equipment costs and construction fees, is roughly $55 million. The medical center's services will include an emergency department; heart catheterization lab; inpatient and outpatient surgery; advanced imaging; and labor and delivery.

Tuesday's groundbreaking outside of Sanford Clinic Aberdeen included everything from music (Northern State University's Dominant 7 entertained the crowd) to digging (26 local dignitaries held shovels) to refreshments (miniature chocolate shovels were among the offerings).

It also included a program with several speakers. Dr. Harvey Hart of Sanford Clinic Aberdeen said the facility is designed to meet the needs of patients today and in the future.

Mayor Mike Levsen said that the project might not have happened if Sanford didn't see evidence that Aberdeen was going to grow. Levsen thanked the people of Aberdeen who have contributed to making it a thriving community - and he thanked Sanford for recognizing it.

Jon Garnaas of project developer LADCO Development thanked and congratulated Aberdeen residents. Aberdeen is an academic center and a commerce center, Garnaas.

“But today you're ... truly becoming a regional health care center.”
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Earth moving equipment sits in the background behind a sign advertising the soon to be built Sanford Medical Center Aberdeen. The 113,000 square foot, 48-bed, three story hospital that will attach to the existing clinic, is expected to be completed in the summer of 2012. photo by john davis

